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world, and eſpecially to the Kingdome of England, that againſt 
all falſe and artificiall relations , they being nakedly ſeen ra 
. be what they are, we may obraine a better grounded and'more 

durable peace tor the injoying of our own Religion, and Laws; 
and as we deſire the unworthy Authors of our zroniles, who 
have come out from our ſelves to be tryed at home, and juſtice 
to be done upon them according to our own Laws, fo thall 
we preſſe no further proceſſe againſt Canterbury , the Lievie= 
nant of Ireland, 'and Ne reſt of thoſe pernicious Counſellours 
m Englard,the Authors of all the miſeries of both Kingdomes; 
then what their own Parliamant ſhall diſcerne to be their juſt 
deſerving. When we look upon this work of reformation from 
the beginning, and perceive the impreſſions of the Providence 
of God1n it, weare forced in the midſt of all our difficulties and 
diſtreſſes to blefſe God for his Fatherly care and free love to his 
Church and Kingdome, and to take courage and ſpirit to pro- 
ceed in patience acd perſeverance whither He Thal goe before us, 
apdlead us on. When the Prelats were grown'by their Rents 
and Eotdly dignities, by their power over all forts of his Mas 
jeſties Subje&s, Miniſters and others, by their places in Parli- 
ament; Councell, Coltedge of Juſtice, Exchequer and High 
Commilſion , to an abfolute Dominion and Greatneſſe , and 
ſerting the one foot upon rthe-Church,' and the other uponthe 
State, wete become miſerably Inſolent, even'then did rhe 
worke begin, and this was the Lords opportunity. "The begin=- 
nings were ſmall, and promiſed no great thing, but have been 
ſo ſeconded and continually followed by divine providenee, pref- 
ſing us from ſtep to Rep , that the neceſſity was invincible and 
could not be refiſted.''It canhor be expreſſed whar' motions 
filted che beart , what Feares were powred forth from the' eyes, 
and what cryes came from the mouthes'vf many thouſands in 
this Land at that time, from the fence of the /ove-and porter 
of God,  rayſing them as from the dead, and giving them hopes 
after ſo grear adeluge and vaſtation to ſee a ney. world, wheritt 
Religion and Righreouſnefſe ſhould dwell; When we were 
many'times at a pauſe ,” and knew not well what to doe, 'the 
feares,. the furies , the peevishneſſe and the plots of our demen- 
rat adverſaries opened a way, unto us , and taught.us howto 
proceed, and whar they deviſed to ruine us ſerved moſt againſt 


themſelyes, and for rayfing and prometing the worke. OPros. 
vidence robe adored ! Although neither Gountell nor Seflions, 
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there have been meetings of many thouſands at ſome times, 
yet have they been kept without 7mmult or: trouble, and withour 
Exceſle or ryot in better order and greater quiernes, then inthe 
moſt peaceable trmes have been found in this Land. When we 
were content at the pacificatzon'to lay down arms,and with great 
loſſe to live at home in peace,our wicked enemnes have been like 
the troubled Sea when 1c cannot reſt , whoſe waters caſt up mire, 
and dirt , and will have us to doe that which.ic ſeems the Lord 
hath decreed againſt chem. The purity of our intentions farre 
from baſe and earthly reſpe&s , the bent and. inclination of 
Our bearts in the midſt of many dangers , che ficting of inſtru- 
ments, not onely with a defire and diſpoſition, bu with ſpiric 
and abilities to overcome oppoſition , and the conſtanc peate of 
heart accompanying us in our wayes,. which beareth us ou 
2gainſt all accuſaions and afperſtons, are to us ſtrong grounds 7 
aflurance that God hath accepted our workg , and will not leave 
us: we know the Lord. may ule even wicked men. in. his ſervice, 


 -ac] nay fill their Gale wick a faire calc of iibaes aid carry 


them on with.a ſtrong band , which ſhould make us to ſcar 
gur hearts more narrowly. But as this ought not to diſcourage 
his own fazhfull ſervants, who out of love to his Name intend 
his honour, walke in his wazes, find his peace comforting them, hus. 
grovidence direiing them , and his preſence. bleſſmg them in their. 
Zazres; SO can it not be any juſt ground of.quarrelling againſt 
the worke of God. Yet all theſe ourincouragements whuch have 
upholden our beares in the midſt of many tronbles, could not 
make our entry into England warrantable , it our peace (which 
we carneftly Th and follow uct) could be mp y poag or. 
elſewhere... Where it is to be found we muſt feck after it 
and.no ſoone att we finde it clearly ſecured to us ,. bur by 
laying down.our Armes:, and by the evidences 'ot our peaces= 
TOW firio) , we thall make it manifeſt co the world, and. 
eſpecially to the Kingdome of England, that we are ſecking, 
yorhing els.but peace, and that our raking up of Armes was not 
for. Invaſion but for Defence. © No man needeth to plead by 
trwe law for neceſſity. It is written in every mans heart by yas 
£x0e-, and in all attwns we find men havereceived it by prafliſes. 
abar-Necefſity #% a ſoveraignity, A Law above all Law ss ſubje&. 
to.no Law, and therfore is ſaid to. haveno Lam. Where Neceſ= 
ft commandeth, the Laws of zarmre and Nations give their con-. 
fove, and al pefitve Lawsare filent and give place, This I aw. 
placezlomtimes to excyſeslomumes pen ſom, 
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times to juſtifie and warrant ations otherwiſe queſtionable *' and 
No greater neceſſity can be then the preſervation of Relyion, which 
35 the ſoule ; ot the Countrey, which is the body; of our tives, who 
are the members; and of the honour of our King who is the head. 
All cheſe at this time are in a common hazard , 2nd to preſerve 
and fecure all, we know no other way under the Sunne { And if 
any be ſo wiſe as to know it, we deſire to here it , and ſhall be 
ready to follow it ) butto take order with 'uvur common Ene® 
mies where they ney be found, and to {eek our aſſurance where 
1t may be voy T he Queſtion 1s not whether we ſhall con- 
tent our {elves with our own poverty,or enrich our ſelyes in Eng- 
lend, tharQueſtion is ismprow and abſtrd, ” Neither is the Que- 
Kion whether we ſhall d our {elves at home , or snvade:out 
neiphbours and deareſt Brethren * this alſo were wnchriſtian and 
unreaſonable. But this is the Queſtion, whether it be wiſdome 
and prety to keep our ſelves within the borders till our throats 
be'cut, and our Religion, Laws and Countrey deſtroyed 2 Or 
Thall we beſtirre our ſelves, -and ſeek our ſafeguard, peace and 
liberty in England; whether we ſhall doe or dye, whether we ſhall 
ove and live,or abide and perish? Or more largely to expreſſe all, 
Whether we who are not a few private: perſons , but a whole 
Kingdome » ſhall lye under the burthen of ſo many acerſations, 
as ſcarcely in the worſt remes hiave' been. ch od again Chriz 
Rtians, receive the Service Book, and the whole body of Po. 
pery , imbrace the Prelates and their'abjured Hierarchy ;' re= 
nounce our ſolemaQath and Covenant, ſo many times ſworn 
þy us, looſe all our labour and patnes in this Cauſe, arid forget 
our former ſlavery and wonted deſires of redemprion at the 
deareſt rate ;* tickle the minds of our enemies with Joy, and 
Arengthen their hands with volence, and fill the hearts of our 
Friends with forrow , and their faces with sbame becauſe of us'; 
deſert atid dishonour the Sonne of God whoſe Cauſe we have un- 
——dertaken, whoſe bammer we have diſplayed, and whoſe erwehand 
power harh been rhts time paſt more comfortable to us; then 

It the peate and profperity of the world could have retidered, 
And draw upon our {elves all the judgements which God hath 
executed upon Apoſtates fince worb-3! gr. , and fhall we 
fold our hands and wayte for the perfe&t ſlavery of our ſelves 
and our Poſterity,-in our ſoules, bodres, and eſtates, and {which is 
all one ) fooliſhlytoRtand ro our defence where we know it- 
impoſfible? Or ſhall we ſcek our relief in following the Cal- 
Jing of God -( fer our neceſſyican beinterpreteding Jefle } and 
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(10) 
entring by the doore which His providence hathr opened une 
us, when all wayes are t5pped beſide. Ourenemies ar firſt did 
throude themle]ves fo tarre under the Kings Authority , that 
they behooved to ſtand or fall together , and that to ure 
 themwas Treaſon againſt the King. Now we have ſhewea . 
>. thata Kings Crown1s noteyed to a Prelats Mitre , and that 
_ the one may be'caſt unto the ground, and the other have a 
reater luſtre and glory then betore. Now they take them- 
{elves to another ſtarting hole, and would have men to thinke 
that to come into England againſt them'1s to come againſt Eng- 
lend, andto purſue them alchough Legally is to 1nvade che 
Kingdome were they live , as it the cucting away of an Ex- 
creſlence, or the curing of an Impolthume were the killin 
of the body. Letthem themſelyes under the ſhelter of 
their own phenteſics, but we are nor ſo undiſſcrning as like mad 
men to run turiouſly upon ſuch as we firſt meet with and come 
in our way: for alt h ic cannot be denyed but the wropgs 
done tous, asthe breaking of the late peace, crying us down as 
Rebells and Traytors,the takeing of our Ships and Goods,the. 
Impriſoning of our Commiſſoners;the Acts of Hoſtility done 
by the Engliſh ia vur Caſtles_; had they been done by the 
State or Kingdome of England » there might have beem juſt 
cauſes of 2. Nationall quarrelling , yer ſeeing che Kingdome of 
England conveend in Parliament have refuſed to contribute an 
ſupply againſt us, have ſhewen chemſelyes ro be preſt wit 

| es like unto ours,and have earneſtly pleaded for redrefſe 
and remedy, and a Declararation made that his Majeſty out ef 
Parliament will redrefſe them, which might be a cure for the 
grievances of particular Subjes :. bur Nationall grievances 
require the hand of the Parliament for their cure, tor prevent- 
ing wherof the Parliament was broken up and diſſolved. Nei= 
ther do we quarrell with the Kingdome tor the injuries which 
we ſuftaine, but our quarrellis onely with particular men, the 
enemies of both Nations : nor can they ell with. us, for 
taking order with the prevalent Faction of. Papiſts and Prelats 
the Authors of ſo many woes to both Nations. 

Letall who love Leligion and cheir liberty joyue: ainſt che 
common enemies, and let them be accurſed that not ſeek 
the preſervation of their neighbour Nation, both in Religion 
and Laws, as their own, as knowing that the ruine of one will 
prove the ruine of both. And knowing well (as having from 
their own Counccls diſcovered it ) that the ruine of both was 
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intended , and that it was ever their plot and purpoſe, that if 
they could not ingage our deareſt Brechren , and neighbour 
Nation ina Warre tor our deſtru&zm ; then to give ts {ome 1ll 
aſſured peace , which might bind our hands and hold us quiets 
untill the yoake of bondage were more heavily and.unremove- 
ably layd upon. our Brethren o f England by the help of ſuchan 


—Army as was pretended to be gathered againſt us,reoting ove 
the Godly people and aftiveſpirits of that Nacion,and all thoſe 


who as good Patriots Rand well affected to Religion,andtheir 
juſt liberties » and might be ſuſpected would dare ſtirre for the 
defence and maintenance of either , and thereafter eaſily find. 

round to break againe with us, when they were once aſſured 
} Es were like ro ſtand alone : Aud all the benefic of our 
peace ſhould be to be laſt deſtroyed. 

And as we atteſt the God of heaven that thoſe and no other 
are our Intenti-2ns,, {o upon. the ſame greateſt atteſtation doe we 
declare that for atchieving thoſe ends , we ſhall neither ſpare 
our pemes, fortunes, nor hues , which we know cannot be more 
profitably and honourably ſpent. Thar we ſhall not take from 
our Friends and Brethren. trom a threadeven to a ſhooe latcher,. 
but for our own moneys,and the juſt payment ; That we come 
amongſt tgem as their Friends and Brethren , very ſenſible of 
their by paſt ſuffrings and preſent dangers both. in. Religion 
and Liberties , and moſt willing to doe them all-the good we 
can, like as-we certainly expe that they { from che like ſence 
of our hard condition and intollerable diſtreſſe which hath 
forced us to come from. our. own Countrey ) will. joyne and 
concurre with. us in the moſt juſt and. Nobte wayes for obtayne }. 
ing their and our moſt juſt defires. And-when.our own moneys 
_ meanes are ſpent , we ſhall crave nothing buc upon ſuffici= 
ent ſurety of payment how ſoon poſlibly it can be made, Whar 
is neceſſary tor the etertaynment of our Army , which we are 
aſſured ſo many as love Keligion and the peace of both King- 
domes will willingly offer , as that which they know we can= 
not want , andin their wiſe foxeſight will provide the way to- 
furniſh neceſſaries,and to-receive rhe. ſurety. This courſe being, 
kept by both fides, will neither harme our Brethreg. {for they 
ſhall be ſatisfied co the laſt farthing) nor our ſelves, who look. 
for arecompenſe from the rich providence of God, for whoſe 
fake we have hazarded the loſſe of all things. 

; The eſcapes of ſome Souldiers ifan fra happen)we cruſt 
(hall not be imputed to us > who ſhall labour þy all meanes to- 


prevent 
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prevent them more carefully , and puniſh them more ſeverely . 


then if done to our ſelves, and inour own Coeuntrey, Our 
profeſſed Enemies the Papiſts, Prelats, with their adherents, 
and the receivers of their goods and gezr , we conceive will be 
More prowdent then to retuſe us neceſſary fuſtentation , when 
they remember whar Councell was given by them for Decla- 
ring all our peſſeſſions to be Firferted , and to bediſpoſed of to 
them as well deterving SubjcRs. 

Wee ſhall demand nothing of the Kings Majeſty but the 
ſettling and ſecureing of the rue Religion and bberties of this 
Kingdome according to the Conſlituuons and Acts of the late 
Aſſemblies and Parliament , and what a juſt Prince oweth by 
the Lawes of God and the Countrey to his grieved Subje&s, 
coming before hum with their humble defires and ſupplications, 
Our abode in Eny/and ſhall be no lenger time then in their 
Parliament, our juſt grievances and complamts may be heard and 
Redreſſed , ſufficient Aſſurance given for the legall eryall and 

nishment of the Authors of their and our evils ; and for Re< 
' forming and mjoying their and our Religion and Liberties in 
po , againſt the machynations of Romath contrivance acted 


y their degenerate Countrey-men. Ourreturningthereafter 


ſhall be with expedition in a peaceable and x" Sooy; farre 
from all moleſtation ; and we truſt the effe& ſhall be againſt 
Papiſts, the extitpation uf Popery; againſt Prelars, the Refor= 
mation of the Church; againſt Atheiſts, the flouriſhing of the 
Goſpell; and againſt Traytours and Firebrands, aperte& and 
Aureable #nwn and love between the rwo Kinedemecs , whick 
He grant who knoweth our Intentions and defires » and 1s able 
to bring them to paſſe, And ifany more be required, God will 
reveale 1t and goe before both Nations , and if God goe before 
us , Who will not fo/log, or refuſe to put their necks to the works 
of the Lord ? | 


FINIS. 
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